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All praise is duo to Allah.
We thank Him, Seek His guidance and forgiveness and to Him we repent.
We ask Him to protect us from the evil of ourselves and the shortcomings of our
deeds.
Whomsoever Allah guides is rightly guided and whomsoever Allah leaves to stray, for
him, you will find no protectors to lead him to the Right Way. (18-17)
And we witness that there are no other gods but Allah and that Mohammad is His
Prophet and Messenger.
May Allah's prayers and peace be upon Him.
He was sent with guidance and the deen of truth, Islam, the true way of life, to
proclaim it over all religions and ways of life. (9-33)
Allah said in His Holy Book, the translation of the meaning is:
"Oh you who believe, fear Allah as He should be feared, and die not except in a state
of Islam.” (3-102)
And, "Oh you who believe, fear Allah and always speak righteously and objectively,

that He may improve and correct your actions and deeds and forgive your sins _ He



who obeys Allah and His Messenger, has already attained the highest achievement”
(33-70,71)
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Dear Muslims - Assalamu Alaykum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakatuh
Allah, the All-Mighty Has Revealed in Suratul Asr what translates its meaning as
By (the Token of) Time (through the Ages), Verily Man is in loss, Except such as have
Faith, and do righteous deeds, and (join rogether) in the mutual teaching of Truth,
and of Patience and Constancy.
One of the short Surahs of the Qur'an, yet it is one of the most powerful in expression
and conciseness. In it, Allah Has laid for us the foundations for guidance and success
accurately and precisely leaving no room for doubt or possibilities of
misunderstanding.
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The companions of the Prophet (pbuh) knew the value and magnitude of this Surah

and appreciated the message it carries within.



Al-Tabarani stated that when the companions of the Propher (pbuh) would meer,
they would not leave each other until one of them reads all of suratul Asr to the other
then they would do the salam then leave.
Also, Al-Shati’iy, May Allah grant him forgiveness, Said thar if people properly
understood the meaning of Suratul Asr, it would be sufficient for them and would
cover all their needs.
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Dear Brs & Srs,
Let us examine the message and meanings in these Quranic verses, May Allah, swr
make us able to benefit from this study and make us among those who listen,
understand what we listen to, and are able to wisely make the most of out of what we
listen to.
Before we start, it is important to realize that that we are exploring the words of the
Almighty, the Creator. These words are not finite in meanings or dimensions, and
they are not limited to our limited human comprehension and appreciation. These
are comprehensive words, no one appreciates their full depth and full breadth, but

the Crearor himself.



However, as these words were revealed for the guidance and appreciation of

mankind, it is the miraculous style of the Quran to successfully address each one of

us with our differing comprehension and aptitudes. Despite our limitations, we can

find that each one of us able to derive his/her own level of appreciation to the
meanings.
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The Surah starts by Allah Swearing by time that

Human is in loss, loss purpose and value,

Except for a class of humans, a group of people, whom Allah swr specify to us
concisely in this powerful Surah.

It is those whom Allah describes as the people who:

" Believe
AND
® Do THE righteous deeds



AND
® Join rogether in mutual commitment to the Truth
AND
® Join rogether in mutual practice of patience and endurance
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The verses did not stop at specifying belief as the only way to success and avoiding
loss
This because belief in the heart alone is not adequate for humanity to function and ro

florish. It is not enough to make this world to operate given its complex nature.



The Islamic understanding of belief is that "what resides in the heart and is supported
by actions and deeds".

True belief is not a theoretical thesis or a philosophical principle that we just
convince ourselves with.

Belief goes beyond to translate one’s appreciation to his/her belief to a lifestyle, to
application of that belief, to actions and implementations of the implications of that
belief

What is the use of theories, theses, and philosophical principles thar we study in
science, engineering, law, medicine, economy, and the likes, if such principles have
no practical implications, are not applied, and with no impact on our life and
practices.

So, is belief.

Allah did not ask us to have belief with no application, as He is in no need for such.
His purpose is for us to translate this belief into actions and deeds, to exercise that
belief in our daily lives.

For this belief to be real and true, it has to be a lifestyle and not just confine it to our

hearts.
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If we were to examine the many benefits and returns for exercising our true beliefs in
our lifestyles, we would realize that the only beneficiaries are us, as individuals, as
communities, and as the entire human race.

We cite some examples:

Belief in Allah, the One God, the Almighty, the All Powerful, the Creator, gives the
Muslim unlimited freedom that allows him or her to exercise life in an unparalleled
manner.

A Muslim that truly believes that Allah is the Only entity that controls every thing,
the Only Able to benefit or harm, the Only Able to provide or prevent, the Only Able
to honor or belittle, the Only Able to decide life and death,

A Muslim that truly believes in Allah and His Magnificence is truly a free human
being even if he lives under the most repressive regime on this earth.

A Muslim that truly believes in Allah and His Abilities is a proud being who would
never compromise Islamic values and ethics fearing loss of wealth or under the
influence of an authority

A true believer would be worry free and would have completely different criterion for
making decisions in life

Ifwe fully understand the true meaning of true belief and its implications on a true
believer's lifestyle, we would not settle for any less than becoming true believers

But we must be reminded that what is meant here is the practical appreciation to that

belief and its implementation in our way of life not just the principle and the theory.



It has to be translated into actions and deeds in utmost sincerity.
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The Quran has cited works and deeds as associated with belief in over seventy verses
all over.
These verses are not limited to citing works or deeds but emphasizes the nature of
these deeds as righteous. "Righteous deeds" is a Quranic comprehensive term
indicating all that induces good in human life and human belief, for the individual
and for the society, for all aspects of human life; material, physical, social, and
spiritual.
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"Righteous deeds" is not up to the limited knowledge human to define. "Righteous
deeds" are well defined in the Quran and the Hadith for those who read and learn.
"Righteous deeds” is to worship Allah as if we see Him, as if we don’t see Him He sees
us.
"Righteous deeds" is to do our five daily Prayers, our Fasting, our Zakat, our Hajj for
those who are able physically and financially
"Righteous deeds” is to be good to our parents and do our best in raising our children
"Righteous deeds" is to be charitable, good to our neighbors
These are bur a few examples of "Righteous deeds"
However, there is another side that most would not think of as obvious in this
category, examples include applying the laws of Allah and His Sharia in economic and
financial dealings, criminal justice, and administrative and political matters.
To summarize, again, "Righteous deeds" is a Quranic comprehensive term indicating
all that induces good in human life and human belief, for the individual and for the
society, for all aspects of human life; material, physical, social, and spiritual as

detailed in the Quran and Hadith.
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